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endless expanse of the Siberian wilderness. The only hope for us is to
have an independent state established between Red Russia and Nippon
as a bulwark against the Red advance eastward. We must check what
they call 'the abolition of private property* idea at all cost. Such an
outrageous conception—"
"You know, Field Marshal, I'd like to read the Bible of the Com-
munists, the book written by Karl Marx, entitled Das Kapital, some
time. Many young professors talk about it but no Nipponese transla-
tions of the original are available as yet. Since I'm not good at German,
Fd like to get hold of the French version."
'What? You want to read that?" The Field Marshal's eyes glared at
SaionjL
"Yes, Field Marshal,"—his calmness disarmed Yamagata—"how can I
know whether it is as harmful as they say unless I read it? The Marxian
dialectic may be too hard for me to comprehend, but I can try."
Saionji went on: "Genro, when I was in Paris in the 1870*5 as a stu-
dent, I heard something about it. I think Marx had already published
the first of the three volumes. His other manuscripts were also pub-
lished as a fourth volume some years ago."
The Field Marshal folded his arms, murmuring: "I try to prevent its
coming into Nippon in any form and you want to study it!"
"It may have some interesting suggestions to aid even us in correct-
ing our mistakes, don't you think so? Before the Meiji Restoration we
hated the Westerners and were afraid of them. Then we dropped our
anti-foreignism and associated with them. We discovered that white
people were also human beings—"
"No, Marquis, you are delving into dangerous thought. Should such
a heathen conception possess you—"
"Huh."
"Let me finish this!" The Field Marshal cocked his head and fixed
his eyes on Saionji as if he were aiming a spear, in which art he was
an expert, and asked: "Do you remember the rice riots in August last
year?"
"Yes-"
"A group of housewives in a fishing town in the north instigated
those disturbances throughout the country just because the price of
rice was beyond their reach. Outrageous. The Government did the
right thing to put them down by force, but newspapers and politicians
maligned General Terauchi, who had to surrender his Premiership as
a result. The actions of the housewives and those of the Russian Reds

